8o        THE BURDEN OF NEWER NINEVEH     ;
Of course, the British official respects the monastic*?
churches, which number two; and they are used for service^
on certain festal days,                                                    ' J
As for the tomb which caused the emeute; if Fatima,
or somebody else, does not see to it soon, it will disappear into
the Tigris, on the bank of which river it stands* The current
is eating into the bank under its foundations, and the whole
fabric is leaning over dangerously. Its fall would be a lo^s, *
for it is a fine specimen of Arab architecture ; and besides,
the British Consul would be blamed. Obviously, the cause
of the disaster will be Cassim's desire to be rid of such bad
company*
As a city Mosul is singularly well be-bishoped. No fewer
than three Roman Catholic prelates exercise jurisdiction
in it over their various flocks ; and there is, in addition, at
least one " Jacobite " bishop; one Nestorian (who is at
present in exile on the charge that his presence is a cause
of disturbance to other people), ^rid sundry Armenian,
Greek, and Anglican Christians wht render obedience to
none of the resident bishops at alL,;f The facts will bear a
word of explanation; pafticularly'as the existence of more
than one Roman Catholic Bishop in one diocese seems
strangely contradictory to the discipline of that Church
elsewhere.
In the days of the Byzantine Empire the attempt to
enforce Greek uniformity on all nations resulted in various
national stocks  (Syrian, Armenian,  and Egyptian, for
instance) adopting any " heresy " that chanced to be on
the tapis, as a protest against what they regarded as " Gre0k
dictation/'   While the dispute, both doctrinal and national,
was still being fought out, the great Mussulman invasion^
began; and the nationalities in question cheerfully accepted
the Mohammedan rule, which gave to them a religiotm
freedom which the Greek Christian Empire had dented.
The Arab, and the Turk who followed him, were perfectly
willing to see their Christian subjects divided as much as:
.they liked; and recognised the Armenian, Syrian, Chaldae$%;
wd Coptic nations as " millets " in their empire; a " mtibtf1":.
\ being the technical term for a subject nation of Christians,